\ BONSALL. 

THE  ANNUAL  MEDICAL  REPORT.  , 

s 

A MAGNIFICENT  RECORD. 

TliP  Medical  OfiScer’s  report  for  the  past  year  is 
now  to  hand,  and  its  contents  will  be  gratifying 
reading  to  the  ratepayers.  It  states 

“ Matlock  Bath. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Bonsall. 

Gentlemen,— I have  again  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting ray  annual  report  relating  to  the  sanitary 
district  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1890. 
The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  40  (18 
boys  and  22  girls),  as  compared  with  the  same 
number  in  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of 
deaths  registered  in  the  past  year  was  13,  as  com- 
pared with  30  in  the  preceding  year.  ..^he  death- 
rate,  taking  the  population  at  1329,  haA  therefore 
been  9'7.  This,  compared  with  last  year, 
when  the  death  - rate  was  22'5,  is  a very 
satisfactory  and  gratifying  fact  to  record. 
It  is  certainly  the  lowest  death  - rate  I have 
ever  submitted  to  you,  and  speaks  of  itself 
to  the  generally  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of 
your  district.  Of  the  thirteen  deaths  eleven  were 
certified  by  medical  practitioners  ; of  the  remain- 
ing two,  one  was  the  case  of  a child  one  day  old 
(premature  birth),  the  other  a case  of  heart 
disease  of  long  standing.  In  neither  case  was  a 
coroner’s  inquest  necessary.  All  the  deaths, 
with  the  exception  of  the  child  already  mentioned 
were  those  of  adults  AybQse_.average  age  was  58 
year.s.  The  united  agCsroftnese  was  no  less  than 
300  years.  As  regards  :i^ymotie  diseases,  in  June 
there  were  3 cases  of  summer  diarrhoea.  In  October 
several  cases  of  chicken-pox,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  infants’  school  w'as  properly  disin- 
fected and  the  outbreak  quickly  suppressed. 
Beyond  these  slight  outbreaks  I have  nothing  to 
record.  I am  pleased  to  notice  that  the  Council 
has  adopted  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Di.seases  Act,  which  came  into  force  the  13th  of 
March,  1897.  This  will  always  be  found  a great 
safeguard  and  help  in  grappling  with  such 
diseases  at  the  time  of  their  outbreak.  Along 
with  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances  I have  exam- 
ined nearly  all  the  closets,  pigstyes,  drain  traps, 
etc.,  in  your  district,  and  with  very  few  excep- 1 
tions  I had  no  fault  to  find  with  their  condition  ; 
without  exception  I may  say  anything  that  re- 
quired attention  was  promptly  put  in  good  order. 
In  my  opinion  your  Inspector  has  been  unremit- 
ting in  his  endeavours  to  bring  about  the  t present 
excellent  sanitary  state  of  Bonsall,  which  is  due 
in  no  little  measure  to  the  way  in  which  he 
has  performed  his  duties  during  the  short  time 
he  has  been  in  office.  I have  again  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  condition  of  the' 
old  well  near  the  Vicarage  gates.  I mean  as 
regards  the  w'ant  of  some  proper  protection,  gate, 
or  otherwise,  so  as  to  prevent  any  likelihood  of 
children  falling  into  it.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  Ember  Lane  and  Church  Street  has  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  taking  out  of  tlje  old 
rubble  drain  and  the  substitution  of  9in.  sanitary 
pipes,  ■«'ell  connected  to  all  the  adjoining  house.s. 
'The  closets  at  the  infants’  school,  which  I had  to 
complain  about  last  year,  are  still  unconnected  to 
any  regular  water  supply,  but  I am  glad  to 
notice  that  the}’’  have  been  more  regularly  flushed. 

I should  be  further  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
Council  will  be  able  to  make  regular  arrange- 
ments with  the  school  managers,  by  which  a 
supply  of  water  may  be  laid  on  before  long.  'The 
■water  supply  continues  plentiful  and  pure,  bu 
the  reservoir,  which  I inspected,  requires,  in  m3 
opinion,  a new  filter  bed.  There  is  no  S3'stem  of 
scavenging  dene  in  the  village.  When  closets  or 
ashpits,  etc.,  require  emptying  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood  usually' empty  them. — Yours,  etc., 
John  C.  Innes, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 

The  iinnual  report  of  the  nuisance  inspector,  ; 
Mr.  Coates,  wliich  was  appended,  siiowed  tliao  i 
540  inspections  had  been  made  and  observatiqn.s  | 
taken  during  the  twelve  mouths,  210  informal  j 
notices  served,  12  legal  notices  served,  and  21(5  1 
mii.'>ances  abated, on  notice  being  given.  I 

Hadixin  II.m.d  OI'Ki-.a.  — b'ead  “The  Xlciress  of  1 
Hadfloi’ : or,  The  Roi'iiance  of  naddon  Itel',”  by  IV'.  K. 
lloubieday.  One  Shilfi.-.g,  ot  all  Booksellers. 


